
Fever in Neonates (age 0-28 days)
Temp ≥ 38.0 or < 36.0

(Antibiotics must be administered within 1 hour of arrival)

Start Clinical 
Assessment

1) Diagnostic tests
      - CBC with diff, blood culture
      - UA and urine culture
      - CSF analyses
      - Stool culture (if diarrhea)
      - Chest X-ray (if respiratory signs)

2) Antimicrobial therapy
3) Admit

CSF pleocytosis
AND

Negative CSF
Gram stain? 

Consider CSF
HSV PCR and

antiviral therapy

ADMIT

Yes

No

Antimicrobial Therapy:
   1. Cefotaxime
   2. Ampicillin
   3. Consider Acyclovir

Adapted from Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center. (2010) Guideline 
for fever of uncertain source in infants 60 days of age or less. 
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